
Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Mountain hare Bespoke actions:

•	 Protection from predators and livestock. 

•	 Identification and monitoring of population hotspots and breeding areas.

•	 Reduction in barriers to movement across key roads and railways near population hotspots.

•	 Landowner and land manager engagement and support.

•	 Consider changing burning regimes in population hotspots for mountain hare, or managing timing of 
controlled burning to limit impacts on mountain hare populations.

General habitat actions that will support recovery:

•	 Stabilise, rewet and restore any remaining deep peat towards active blanket bog.

•	 Encourage more diverse native vegetation and more flower-rich habitats, in appropriate places, on existing 
upland moorlands and heath. 

•	 Improve wildfire risk management by creating natural fire breaks and boosting awareness.

94Nature for All: A Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Greater Manchester



Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Water vole Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification, monitoring and safeguarding of key remaining population strongholds and breeding areas.

•	 Protection from predators (mink) and avoid trampling or intensive grazing by livestock along the edges of 
waterbodies.

•	 Careful management of water bodies, ditches, and banks, where water vole populations are present, to 
ensure burrows are not destroyed and reduce disturbance of populations.

•	 Creation of areas of sunny shallow water margins with bankside vegetation. 

•	 Creation of margins or buffer areas along waterbodies.

General habitat actions that will support recovery:

•	 Enhance existing habitats within our waterbodies and grassland, wetlands and woodlands habitats 
alongside waterbodies.

•	 Restore more natural riverbanks, in appropriate locations, and reduce invasive species.

•	 Improve water quality by reducing point source and diffuse pollution. 

•	 Stabilise, rewet and restore any remaining deep bare peat towards active blanket bog.
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Willow tit Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification and safeguarding of key remaining nesting sites and population strongholds.

•	 Monitoring of key population strongholds, particularly for the impacts of competition or predation. 

•	 Increase availability of specialist nest sites in key population strongholds.

•	 Creation and maintenance of young wet woodlands, with a dense under canopy and availability of dead 
wood.

•	 Improvement in connectivity of remaining populations through targeted creation of young wet 
woodlands.

General habitat actions that will support recovery:

•	 Creation and maintenance of transitional areas or more mosaics of habitats, on the boundaries between 
grasslands and other habitats.

•	 Expand existing woodland and scrub and other woodland fringe and transitional habitats.

Black-necked grebe Bespoke actions:

•	 Safeguarding of existing breeding sites.

•	 Bespoke wetland habitat creation and management, including management of water levels, creation of 
shallow water areas and reedbeds, removal of high-impact invasive species.

•	 Protection from disturbance, particularly from water sports or recreation at breeding sites.

•	 Protection from predation.

•	 Reduced litter at key breeding areas and population strongholds.

General habitat actions that will support recovery:

•	 Improve water quality by reducing point source and diffuse pollution.
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Hedgehog Bespoke actions:

•	 Creation of habitat piles or hedgehog homes.

•	 Reduced barriers to movement through the creation of hedgehog highways between gardens, with 13cm 
square gaps in fences to allow movement between gardens.

•	 Managing boundaries in a beneficial way for hedgehogs, by leaving strips of long grass or vegetation 
along hedges and fences or providing additional cover through planting parallel hedges.

•	 Reduction in light pollution and litter in parks and gardens.

•	 Increased awareness and education.

General habitat actions that will support recovery:

•	 Manage spaces in a wildlife-friendly way by leaving areas of longer grass for wildlife in gardens or reduce 
mowing, reducing use of pesticides and herbicides.

•	 Create greener spaces, and more connected habitats, along existing and new streets, highways and 
cycleways.

European hornet Bespoke actions:

•	 Increased awareness raising and education.

•	 Increased monitoring and identification of population strongholds.

•	 Reduced nest disturbance or destruction.
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Manchester black 
poplar

Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification, safeguarding and monitoring of existing trees.

•	 Good management of existing trees, including management of pests and diseases.

•	 Increased planting of black poplar in the right locations, using locally appropriate source stock.

•	 Improvement of genetic variability in newly planted trees.

•	 Consideration of the genetic diversity of black poplar using the Forestry Reproductive Materials register 
and consideration of planting locations to encourage nurseries of native saplings to form.

Slow worm Bespoke actions:

•	 Increased awareness and education.

•	 Identification, monitoring and safeguarding of population hotspots.

•	 Creation of hibernation refuges or shelters. 

•	 Creation of sunny sheltered basking spots. 
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Upland bees, 
butterflies and moths: 
bilberry bumblebee, 
tormentil mining bee, 
small copper butterfly, 
wall butterfly, small 
heath butterfly, dark 
green fritillary butterfly, 
gypsy bumblebee, 
Manchester treble-bar 
moth

Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification and monitoring of population hotspots.

•	 Specialist habitat creation and management to ensure forage areas and nesting sites (such as south 
facing embankments) and bare sandy areas, where practical.

•	 Restore sward mosaics and good variation in heath age and structure or hedgerows.

•	 Landowner and land manager engagement and support to avoid use of pesticides, herbicides and 
nitrates.

•	 Avoidance of overgrazing and recreational pressures in population hotspots, retain areas of species-rich 
grassland and small areas of gorse.

•	 Prevention of wildfires.

General habitat actions that will support recovery:

•	 Encourage more diverse native vegetation and more flower-rich habitats, in appropriate places, on 
existing upland moorlands and heath. 

Urban birds: swift, 
house martin, black 
redstart

Bespoke actions:

•	 Increased awareness and education.

•	 Identification, monitoring and safeguarding of existing nesting sites; these should be retained and protected 
wherever possible. 

•	 Installation of species-appropriate nesting boxes, such as swift bricks or boxes, house martin nesting cups.

•	 Creation of bog gardens and areas of long grass.

General habitat interventions that will support recovery:

•	 Manage spaces in a wildlife-friendly way by leaving areas of longer grass for wildlife in gardens or reduce 
mowing, reducing use of pesticides and herbicides.

•	 Support species by installing homes for wildlife on buildings. 
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Farmland birds: tree 
sparrow, corn bunting, 
linnet, yellow wagtail 
and yellowhammer

Bespoke actions:

•	 Supplementary feeding stations over the winter.

•	 Sow winter bird seed crops.

•	 Avoid mowing or crop harvesting during periods where nests will be impacted.

General habitat interventions that will support recovery:

•	 Grow and maintain multi-species cover crops, and cut later in the year, to provide food and cover over the 
winter.

•	 Set aside dedicated patches of unmanaged or uncropped areas with tall grasses, along field boundaries 
and margins, field corners or less productive areas, particularly where they will connect.

•	 Install homes for birds on and around farms and rural buildings, to improve farmland species diversity.

•	 Safeguard, manage, and restore the species diversity and structure of existing hedgerows.

•	 Create more native hedgerows.
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Grassland fungi: 
pink waxcap, 
jubilee waxcap, 
oliver earthtongue, 
powdercap strangler, 
violet coral

Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification, safeguarding and monitoring of important remaining sites.

•	 Landowner and land manager engagement and support. 

General habitat interventions that will support recovery:

•	 Enhance and appropriately manage remaining semi-natural grasslands to good condition, including 
avoiding use of pesticides, herbicides and nitrates and appropriate grazing and livestock management. 

•	 Showcase successful grassland management and encourage awareness of the value of our remaining 
semi-natural grassland.

Migratory fish: 
atlantic salmon, 
european eel

Bespoke actions:

•	 Maintain and encourage in-river plant communities and remove high-impact invasive species.

•	 Encourage more natural river geomorphology that will deliver a mixture of water speeds (areas of slower 
and faster flow) and riverbed substrates with improved habitat quality for known spawning grounds 
(areas of pools, riffles and refugia).

•	 Create a fish migration map to highlight bottlenecks and raise awareness of areas impacting these 
species.

•	 Avoid impacting White Clawed Crayfish.

General habitat interventions that will support recovery:

•	 Improve mobility (restoring migratory pathways upstream) by removing barriers such as weirs, 
daylighting buried or covered waterbodies or installing by-pass structures, where feasible.

•	 Improve water quality by reducing point source and diffuse pollution. 
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Target species or 
species groups Practical actions

Grassland ground 
nesting birds: curlew, 
lapwing, twite, skylark, 
golden plover, dunlin, 
snipe

Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification, safeguarding and monitoring of nesting sites.

•	 Protection of nesting sites from predators, livestock and human disturbance using fencing, signage or other 
exclusion methods or predator management.

•	 Safeguarding and appropriate management of foraging sites.

•	 Landowner, land manager and public awareness, engagement and support.

General habitat interventions that will support recovery:

•	 Encourage more diverse native vegetation and more flower-rich habitats, in appropriate places.

•	 Improve wildfire risk management by creating natural fire breaks and boosting awareness.

Brownfield insects: 
dingy skipper, common 
blue, trifurcula cryptella

Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification and monitoring of important sites.

•	 Landowner and land manager engagement and support.

Mossland insects: large 
heath, crambus hamella, 
gelechia cuneatella, 
glyphipterix haworthana, 
lampronia fuscatella, 
large red-belted 
clearwing, monochroa 
suffusella, phiaris 
schulziana, purple-
bordered gold

Bespoke actions:

•	 Identification, safeguarding and monitoring of important remaining sites.

•	 Specialist habitat creation and management to ensure good availability of flower-rich areas as pollen and 
nectar sources, forage areas and nesting sites.

•	 Landowner and land manager engagement and support.

•	 Appropriate grazing and livestock management.

General habitat interventions that will support recovery:

•	 Encourage more diverse native vegetation and more flower-rich habitats, in appropriate places.

•	 Manage land at lower intensity and with low inputs, reduce herbicide, pesticide use and minimise use of 
nutrients.
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